
Is the Giving Tree Strong 

or Weak? 

 
Some people think the Giving Tree is strong.  Some 

people think the Giving Tree is weak.  What do you think? 

 

'Once there was a tree...and she loved a little boy.'  
 

So begins the unforgettable story of perception.  Every day 
the boy would come to the tree to eat her apples, swing 
from her branches, or slide down her trunk...and the tree 
was happy. But as the boy grew older he began to want 
more from the tree, and the tree gave and gave and gave. 
As a reader, do you perceive the tree as weak for giving too 
much, or strong, because she gave without hesitation? 

 
THE GIVING TREE IS 
STRONG! 
Some readers might think 
that the tree is weak, 
however there is a lot of 
evidence that proves the 
tree to be very strong.   
People of strong character 
can give of themselves 
without expecting anything 

in return.  It is called unconditional love.  The tree gave to 
the boy unconditionally and for that, her spirit, her heart, and 
her character are strong. 
Society is set on a “what are you going to do for me?” 
mentality that has people believing you have to give 
something in order to receive something.  This just isn’t true 
and it makes a mockery of the whole idea of giving to 
others.  
The boy proves his love for the tree not by giving tangible 
items.  Let’s be honest, what tangible items could the boy 
even give to the tree?  He gives something far deeper, he 
gives his time.  He never forgets the relationship he has with 
the tree and he proves that by going back to the tree at 
different phases of his life.  The book ends with the boy 
(now an old man) sitting with the tree.  That is proof that 
their relationship with one another was so important it 

spanned through the boy’s whole life. The tree wasn’t just 
some childhood toy he played with and forgot about.  The 
tree was like a parent to him.  Someone he consistently 
looked up to and learned from.  According to the University 
of Nebraska, being a positive role model for a child is a 
rewarding experience because it allows you to make a 
difference in a young person's life. Children learn by 
following the example set by older people in their lives, so 
being consistent with your actions is very important.  The 
Giving Tree is a strong, reliable role model that teaches us 
all about the true spirit of giving. 
 

THE GIVING TREE IS 
WEAK! 
At first it's easy to think the 
tree is strong because she 
is able to help the boy out 
of difficult situations time 
after time, but when you 
read closely you recognize 
her weaknesses.  The tree 
can't say no to the boy so 
he learns quickly to take 
advantage of her.  She is 

sad when he is not around because her happiness is 
dependent on him.  She never learned how to make herself 
happy.  Everyone knows that the tree loved the boy, but the 
boy took advantage of that love and used the tree until she 
had nothing left to give. 
The tree needed to stand up for herself. Strength is telling 
the boy that it is time for him to get some new friends, a job, 
or at least put some effort into bringing a little more equality 
into their relationship. 
Parents love their children unconditionally, but parents also 
set boundaries, rules, and expectations.  If our parents just 
gave and gave and gave until there was nothing left of them 
to give, we would all end up spoiled, irresponsible, and 
unable to contribute to society.  Parenting is about teaching 
your children how to be independent, hard-working citizens 
that contribute positively to society.  
A 2015 post about “The Giving Tree” in a MindMatters blog, 
attracted more than 3000 comments. Passionate and vocal 
reviewers found the story an affront not just to literature but 
to humanity itself. “Most disgusting book ever,” said one. 
“One star out of five, there is no middle ground,” declared 
another.  People from all over the country see the boy for 
who he is, a taker.  
The Giving Tree is weak.  She is a poor example of a good 
friend, parent, or teacher.  

 

So Cooley students…
 YOU on??? 
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